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[bookmark: _GoBack]Reading response: Theme of The Power of Love
Explain giving illustrations from the story of Japan’s twenty-four pentagons of filial piety, how the power of love is manifested.
Love is a constant and robust feeling of affection for a person that is uncontrollable and automatic coming from a desire or a relationship. This intense feeling of affection are usually powerful and can make people do some actions or behave in a way that is unexpected or can't be done in normal relationships. The power of love has significantly been manifested in the story of Japan's twenty-four pentagons of filial piety. The power of love made princes Yaegaki to order it e painted a portrait of Katsuyori so that he could be looking at it and get satisfaction.This is driven by the love she has for him and narrates that she can't wait for the time the two will become husband and wife. The parents of the two families have arranged a way of uniting the two communities that have been rivals. The intense affection makes her reveal to Ta, who is the perfect resemblance of Katsuyori, and whom she thins is the real lover and future spouse, though at that time Katsuyori had already died. “ …I could hardly wait for the day I  would become your bride, so I odered that your likeness be painted. The more I look at it now, the more beautiful you are,… And to think of lying beside such a husband!” (Honcho, 331)
After discovering that her intended husband is dead, Yaegaki locks herself in the room and mourns weeping bitterly. This shows how much she loved and longed to get married by Katsuyori.  “ ….she now returns/ hands clasped together/chanting the sutras again/with her prayer bell.” (Honcho, 335).Also, in the shrine, Yaegaki fights fearlessly to protect the helmet of Buddha, driven by the love of her dead husband. “….the thought of her dear husband, gives her a strength of will.” (Honcho, 352)
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